Fishers of the bay: Faces of fortitude
Fishers in the Bay of Bengal face foes on both sea and land. Their boats are small, they battle rough seas,

they risk injury and even loss of life. On land, the problems of daily living are formidable,
but the fishers — men and women — meet them with stoic courage. A few have overcome all odds to rise out of
poverty, serving as an inspiration to others. This calendar presents the many faces and moods — pensive,
feisty, serious — of the fishing community from Bangladesh, India, Maldives and Sri Lanka.
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The Central Institute of Fisheries Education (CIFE) is an institution of higher learning
for fisheries science and is the only Deemed University for fisheries in India. It imparts fisheries
education (Master’s and Ph.D programs in specialised branches of fisheries) to students from
India and other Afro-Asian countries. It also conducts research in aquaculture, biotechnology
and other related areas, organizes capacity enhancement programmes, and provides technical
support and consultancies to development agencies, fishers, farmers and entrepreneurs.
(http://www.icar.org.in/cife./intro.httm). CIFE is BOBP-1GO’s partner in production

of this calendar.

Bay of Bengal Programme Inter-Governmental Organisation (BOBP-1GO), successor

to the BOBP. It assists the governments of Bangladesh, India, Maldives and Sri Lanka in
improving the conditions of small-scale fisherfolk communities. Sample activities: Workshops,
studies, training or technical assistance relating to safety at sea, MCS (monitoring, control and
surveillance), management plans on common resources (hilsa, shark), promotion of the

Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, climate change and its impact on fisheries,
information support through publications, posters and video films. (http://www.bobpigo.org).
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January

Sun 10 24

Mon 11 25

Tue 12 26

Wed 13 27

Thu 14 28

Fri 1 15 29

Sat 2 16 30

Sun 3 17 31

Mon 4 18

Tue 5 19

Wed 6 20

Thu 7 21

F r I 8 2 2 Cyclones? Dwindling fish species? Falling catches? 7
st 9 23 e T e e ® e
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February

Sun 7 21

Mon 8 29

Tue 9 23

Wed 10 24

Thu 11 25

Fri 12 26

Sat 13 27

Sun 14 28

Mon 1 15

Tue 2 16

Wed 3 17

Thu 4 18 .
Fri 5 19 “The sea’s bounty is going down,” says this fisherman
Sat 6 20 \I/ciJ\ué'igo:r:gér:f;ili?é(;"gggt;iompete for fish catches {: @ @




1 9 Fishermen are all-important in the Maldives.
Fisheries is an important source of livelihoods and /@
2 O also an important foreign exchange earner. E @
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April

Sun 11 25

Mon 12 26

Tue 13 27

Wed 14 28

Thu 1 15 29

Fri 2 16 30

Sat 3 17

Sun 4 18

Mon 5 19

Tue 6 20

Wed 7 21

Thu 8 22

Fr | 9 2 3 “Fish mi_gra}te, they dor)’t recognize bordgrs," says this Sri Lankan fisherman. -
Sat 10 24 et ananang -~ Bt o onoprsion s o, (@ BBP




Sun 9 23

Mon 10 24

Tue 11 25 @

Wed 12 26 g

Thu 13 27

Fri 14 28

Sat 1 15 29

Sun 2 16 30

Mon 3 17 31

Tue 4 18

Wed 5 19

Thu 6 20 il - .
Fr | 7 2 1 Improving the health of fishers_ a_nd their safety at sea is_a major.

Sat 8 22 averenees and marove fshngpratoss. ® powp




e 5
Women in fisheries in India run homes, raise children,

market fish. Yet men rule the roost. The system is changing, s )
but gradually. &) B 8P
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2 3 “Tuna is our lifeline,” says this fisherman from
Kulhudhuffushi Island, Maldives. “We must fish sustainably, :’;@
10 24 or all of us will suffer.” E @
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August

Sun 8 22

Mon 9 23

Tue 10 24

Wed 11 25

Thu 12 26

Fri 13 27

Sat 14 28

Sun 1 15 29

Mon 2 16 30

Tue 3 17 31

Wed 4 18

Thu 5 19 L Smwisaes

Fr | 6 2 O She is frorq thg Negombo fishgr.community. She wor_ks_from -
Sat 7 21 Everyons agres it e mponerment o . ® powp
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September

Sun 12 26

Mon 13 27

Tue 14 28

Wed 1 15 29

Thu 2 16 30

Fri 3 17

Sat 4 18

Sun 5 19

Mon 6 20

Tue 7 21

Wed 8 22

Thu 9 23 | *

F r | 1 O 2 4 “Too many boats are chasing too few fish,” says tlhis young fisherman .
Sat 11 25 favriss marsgument, bt fiehrs mt o cooperate, & powp
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October

Sun 10 24
Mon 11 25

Tue 12 26

Wed 13 27

Thu 14 28

Fri 1 15 29

Sat 2 16 30

Sun 3 17 31

Mon 4 18

Tue 5 19

Wed §) 20

Thu 7 21 - g )

Fri 8 22 “Factories big and small dump thfir garbage into the sea,” |

Sat 9 23 EZ?&'? g]rsetgfislgr?il:; fsherman. e endup cating poluted fish ( @ —
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November

Sun 7 21

Mon 8 22

Tue 9 23

Wed 10 24

Thu 11 25

Fri 12 26

Sat 13 27

Sun 14 28

Mon 1 15 29

Tue 2 16 30

Wed 3 17

Thu 4 18 , _
Fr | 5 1 9 "We are told tha}f our country will be the first v!ctim of.something called -
Sat 6 20 "Wecan aredy s . W hop Sometfing i done befor s o e ® powp
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December

Sun 12 26

Mon 13 27

Tue 14 28

Wed 1 15 29

Thu 2 16 30

Fri 3 17 31

Sat 4 18

Sun 5 19

Mon 6 20

Tue 7 21

Wed 8 22

Thu 9 23 B

F r | 1 O 2 4 Hg is a skilled Sri Lankan fisherman. But caught' i.n a.vic_e _ .
S at 11 2 5 E)rtlrz?%hc:r?tfsi,s;aelrlilgg catches), he seeks opportunities in livelihoods t@ M
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JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL
SUN 30 2 9 16 23 [ SUN 6 13 20 27 | SUN 6 13 20 27 | SUN 310 17 24
MON 31 3 10 17 24 | MON 7 14 21 28 | MON 7 14 21 28 | MON 4 11 18 25
TUE 4 11 18 25 | TUE 1 8 15 22 TUE 1 8 15 22 29 | TUE 512 19 26
WED 512 19 26 | WED 2 9 16 23 WED 2 9 16 23 30 | WED 6 13 20 27
THU 6 13 20 27 | THU 3 10 17 24 THU 3 10 17 24 31 | THU 7 14 21 28
FRI 7 14 21 28 | FRI 4 11 18 25 FRI 4 11 18 25 FRI 1 8 15 22 29
SAT 1 8 15 22 29 | SAT 5 12 19 26 SAT 5 12 19 26 SAT 2 9 16 23 30
MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST

SUN 1 8 15 22 29 [ SUN 5 12 19 26 | SUN 31 3 10 17 24 | SUN 7 14 21 28
MON 2 9 16 23 30 | MON 6 13 20 27 | MON 4 11 18 25 | MON 1 8 15 22 29
TUE 3 10 17 24 31 | TUE 7 14 21 28 | TUE 512 19 26 | TUE 2 9 16 23 30
WED 4 11 18 25 WED 8 15 22 29 | WED 6 13 20 27 | WED 3 10 17 24 31
THU 5 12 19 26 THU 2 9 16 23 30 | THU 7 14 21 28 | THU 4 11 18 25
FRI 6 13 20 27 FRI. 3 10 17 24 FRI 8 15 22 29 | FRI 5 12 19 26
SAT 7 14 21 28 SAT 4 11 18 25 SAT 2 9 16 23 30 | SAT 6 13 20 27

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER
SUN 4 11 18 25 [ SUN 30 2 9 16 23 | SUN 6 13 20 27 | SUN 4 11 18 25
MON 512 19 26 | MON 31 3 10 17 24 | MON 7 14 21 28 | MON 5 12 19 26
TUE 6 13 20 27 | TUE 4 11 18 25 | TUE 1 8 15 22 29 | TUE 6 13 20 27
WED 7 14 21 28 | WED 512 19 26 | WED 2 9 16 23 30 | WED 7 14 21 28
THU 1 8 15 22 29 | THU 6 13 20 27 | THU 3 10 17 24 THU 1 8 15 22 29
FRI 2 9 16 23 30 | FRI 7 14 21 28 | FRI 4 11 18 25 FRI 2 9 16 23 30
SAT 3 10 17 24 SAT 1 8 15 22 29 | SAT 5 12 19 26 SAT 3 10 17 24 31






