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The marine fisheries sector in Bangladesh, India, Maldives, and Sri Lanka, 

the member countries of the Bay of Bengal Programme Inter-

Governmental Organisation (BOBP-IGO), plays a pivotal role in advancing 

their economies and providing livelihoods for millions of fishers. However, 

the sector also grapples with numerous challenges, including occupational 

safety conditions and insufficient social protection for fishers. To tackle 

these issues, the BOBP-IGO, in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO), has developed the Plan of action 

for enhanced safety, decent work and social protection in the fisheries 

sector of the Bay of Bengal Programme region (BOBSAFE). This plan 

delineates policies and actions aimed at enhancing the livelihoods of fishers 

in the region. The BOBSAFE further addresses the safety of vessels and 

equipment, underscoring the importance of standard designs and 

construction plans for fishing vessels. It advocates for vessel registration 

and licensing; inspection of vessel yards to ensure adherence to safety 

standards; adoption of international codes and guidelines for fishing vessel 

safety; provision of decent working conditions and social protection to 

fishers; formalizing labour contracts; and enhancing search and rescue 

capabilities.

In addition, the plan underscores the need for data sharing and periodic 

studies to identify areas for improvement and design suitable insurance 

and social protection schemes for fishers. The plan pays special attention to 

the gendered aspects of social protection, acknowledging the risks of 

exclusion and the necessity to secure women's participation in the 

development process.

This action plan aligns with SDG 1.3 (implementing social protection 

systems for all), SDG 8 (promoting decent work and economic growth), 

SDG 5 (achieving gender equality), and SDG 14 (conserving and sustainably 

using the oceans).

For the effective implementation of the BOBSAFE, a comprehensive and 

coordinated approach to governance is indispensable. This involves 

harmonizing international and regional instruments, strengthening legal 

frameworks, promoting inter-agency collaboration, and enhancing the 

capacity of institutions responsible for enforcement. 

The BOBP-IGO, in conjunction with member countries and relevant 

stakeholders, is committed to implementing the BOBSAFE and monitoring 

progress towards its objectives. By embracing the principles of human 

rights, promoting gender equality, and fostering good practices, we can 

create a fisheries sector in the Bay of Bengal region that not only supports 

the well-being and livelihoods of fishers but also contributes to the broader 

goals of sustainable development and social justice.

Dr P. Krishnan

Director, BOBP-IGO
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