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The more we know about the Tiger Shrimp, where and how it lives
and its behaviour, the better our chances of catching it at the right
size, the more money for us fisherfolk and the more shrimp now and
for tomorrow. That is what we are going to read about in this book.

In the previous book we looked at how we fish and how that affects
the fish. With what we learn in this book we can look after the NS = G

shrimp so the shrimp can look after us!!

SCRIPT : KAMALA CHANDRAKANT

{In consulmton with Dr. K. Slkasubrsmaniam
and Mathin Aoy of the Bey of Bergal Programme. |




Here, Ponni. This
is for us.

That was one of the best catches
of Tiger Shrimp we have ever had,

Ahal Such big ones! Where did
you catch them?
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Raghu made us go.
Never before have we gone
there with
the trammelnet,

Whera did you
catch them?

We went out to where the - We were lucky. It's not
Watﬂr iS almost H:] meatres I narmal to hnd Such b|q
deep. Tiger Shrimp, and in
such quantities, at
that aeptn.

The maile is smalier, The female grows much
faster than the male, so the female is larger than
the male of the same age.




With your BLC you can caich much bigger ones Trawlers can fish in water

s gn:ngi because there are plenty of them in deeper waters. .60-70 metres deep. That's where thay
on here? Oh! - catch the biggest ones ... each about

Not a bad size b4 o twice the length of your paim.

Let's go back to what we were talking about.
This is how a shrimp looks at each stage of
its growth

But we were lucky. These big
Tiger Shrimp happened to be
where we had set our trammeinet.




Where do they lay In the sea, between

their eggs? _ 20 and 60 metres depth TOUCAN 1 SR ENS ogige O the

next three stages. They are so
- 7 i — very, very tiny.

If you can't see
them, how do
you know about these stages,

In the Fisheries Institute, we had an L
instrument like this. It's a microscope. It's '
used to look at very tiny things because it

makes them look large,

\ POST LARVAL

™ This is how the eggs and larvae look through the

TarE g microscope. They look very different from the aduilt
> Tiger Shrimp.
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The eggs hatch into larvae in 4 or § days and
rise to the surface. In the next 3 or 4 days the
current carries them inshore to lagoons.

They stay there for one or two months, living close to the
muddy bottom. Then they slowly move towards the open area.

There, when they are 4 to 5 months old, they begin to mate.

Some months later, the females lay eggs. They keep moving

slowly out towards the deep sea for the next few months till

they reach depths of 60 to 70 metres. During this period they
continue to mate and lay eggs.
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- Those are larvae ... barely 2 to 4 weeks old .. good if you

pushnets and scoopnets to catch :

Look! Those men are taking

Those larvae should be allowed v ik 1z, o ¥ _ out their boat-seine.
to grow bigger and reach deeper - - ; i
water. When we catch them there,

we will earn much more.




They have made

quite a good haul,
haven't they?

What's the use, father?

Compare the size of these
shrimp and fish with what we "\
caught in our trammeinet.

Look at the small mesh size.
They've caught so many tiny
shrimp.
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Raghu, pushnets, scoopnets, boat-seines, trammelnets and A trammeinet is the only net which catches ONLY the
trawinets catch Tiger Shrimp in different depths at different stages bigger ones. All the others catch either the small ones or small
of their lives.

there will be few bigger shrimp something about it now, we'll be A boat-seines. They are destructive. They
left for us to catch later. the ones to suffer. 7, Cw o des]trny t.:ur“f{?]h rasnurﬂis by taklggﬁ a:-ray
: ’ almast all the young shrimp and fish.




What about Don't they catch too many of the big females

But there are thousands of We must find an answer the trawlers?
our people catching even to that, too. But whatever
smaller onas with their the answar, wa must not
pushnets and scoopnets. How catch so many of the very
will they eam a living if they young ones.

in the spawning areas? Won’t this reduce
the production of young ones and affect futura
fishing seasons?

stop using these nets?

Yes, it definitely will. In fact, they are complaining of catching
less shrimp nowadays.
In addition, they also capture many young ones when they
fish in the shallow waters during the season when the young
are plentiful in these waters.

They come close to
the shore and catch

g Somehow we must get them to reduce or

even stop trawling.




Does this mean Yes. I've already said they catch Trammelnets are the gear for catching Tiger
that trammelnets only fish and shrimp of a certain size. Shrimp, provided they are set in deeper waters
are the best gear Another reason is, this gear is where the adult Tiger Shrimp are.

for shrimp ? passive, it waits for its catch instead
of sweeping up everything that is
available.

We should reduce the use of small-mesh
" gear! | can understand that. But how do
you expect us to make a living?

| don't have all the answers. Let us sit down and think about it. EU;E;E;ffEmrﬂuiﬂ;gL:?;n llhuare
Those of us catching the small shrimp using small-mesh nets could - A
move 1o the deeper waters and fish the bigger ones with E.Tmt?ww'g? W
trammelnets and earn even more. creating © problems

You have a paint there. May be we
should also be talking about reducing
the number of fishing craft and
fishing gear. May be even reducing
the number of fisherfolk,




How do we do that?
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You talk of many
things, like reducing
the number of
people fishing. You
say don’t do this
and don't do that.
What can an
ordinary fisherman

like me do?

Perhaps we could encourage our
children to look for other kinds of
Jobs. We could even get fisherfolk to

learn other trades.
l)
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Tiger shrimp have two peak spawning
periods... from January to March and July to
September. Let us for astart, reduce the use

of small-mesh nets in shallow waters in

April-June and in October-November. Also, let

us get the trawlers to reduce their effort in very
deep waters (60m) during January — March,
the main spawning season. We should also,

get them to avoid using their gear during June
and July and in 10 — 20 m, where there are
small ones.
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As | said, | don't have all the answers, But [ do know
one thing. If we don't do something, we're in for trouble.
BIG TROUBLE!

\ _ /

And what do we do
for an income? We use trammeinets, fish in
deeper waters, catch the bigger
ones and make up the loss.
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You sald we should not

over-fish the shrimp. But

how do we know we are
owver -ﬂshing ?

How very important it is not to
over-fish! Yet it is so difficult
not to do so.

But we must do it. Or we
will lose our fish stocks
and owr livelihood.

If we find that the quantity of Tiger Shrimp we catch over a period
of time in a particular season and place is reducing every year
and if the size of the shrimp is also getting smaller than what it
should be for that season and placs, it is a sign that we may be

We have talked

of some ways.

Are there other
ways?

.‘: 4

We could reduce
the number of fishing
craft catching Tiger

Shrimp.




Reduce the numbar of fishing
araft?! What do you mean?

Think of it this way. The maore the
boats, tha less each boat catches,
and the less we make. And
destructive methods like trawling

' make this doubly true.

In other villages, certain kinds
of fish are not caught in certain
seasons, Or the fisherfolk agree

which fish should be their
target and in which season.

Isn't that as good as
reducing the number
of fishing craft?

In sofme fishing corhmunities, the
fisherfolk have for many years agreed
that some will fish on some days and

some on other days.

Those are axcellent ideas. Why
don't we build on them by
sitting down with Fisheries

Officers to see what we can do

about our future?

Ifwe'don't doit, ¥
nobedy will. So
let us begin.
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WHAT WE HAVE LEARNT

. By catching too many young Tiger Shrimp found near the shore we do not allow ennughafthem

to grow big. Bigger shrimp prmridu a better income for us.

. By catching too many mother shnmp in deep waters, as trawlers do, we do not leave enough in

the sea to lay eggs and provide us with shrimp for the next season.

. Pushnets, dragnets scoopnets, and boat-seines are active gear with small meshes and these are

destructive. They destroy our future by removing large quantities of young shrimp and fishes.

. Trawinets catch too many mother shnmp in ceep waters and too many smaill ones in shallow

waters because they are active and efficient gear with small meshes. This gear causes the
greatest damage to our shrimp fishery.

i

. Trammeinets used in deeper waters will be better for shrimp fishing as they are passive gear.

Besides, they catch only the large sizes.

. Too many craft and gear operating in one area means a smaller and smaller share of the catch for

all of us and a reduction of our precious shrimp resources.

. We can prevent damage to our shrimp fisheries only if all of us fisherfolk catching shrimp,at

ditferent stages in their lives,co-operate and act together 10 ensure that we will have something to
fish tomorrow. We have to agree on what to do and make sure it gets done. The Fisheries Officers
and the Government can help, but it is really sometning only we fisherfolk can do.
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WHAT WE CAN DO

thindaepﬁwmﬂrsusmghammahutammgﬂgerﬂﬂnmmhundm.wﬂwmmw
is there.

Twandmducatheuseofpumnuts dragnets 1 . - ot-anmas Parfic
January to March and July to September when there is an abundance of ynung ones,

Discuss with Fisheries Officers and agree on certain seasons which can be closed to certain
gear. This will let the shrimp reach adulthood and, thus, a larger size. Bigger shrimp not only
weigh more, but also get higher prices, which means much more income. By taking adult
shrimp, you will help to conserve our shrimp resources, as the shrimp will then get a chance to
lay their eggs at least once before they are caught.

Make a beginning by coming together and discussing our problems and solutions amongst
ourselves and with Fisheries Officers. Our future is in our hands.
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Use trammelnets
in deeper waters
and catch
2/é& tiger-shrimp.
This way, more of

us small-scale

fisherfolk can
make more money.




Did you like this book?
Do you want to read more books like this one?

Have you any suggestions to offer?

Then please write a postcard to us at this address:
The Information Department,

The BAY OF BENGAL PROGRAMME,

91, St. Mary’s Road,

Abhiramapuram,

Madras — 600 018.
BOBPMAG/1 1/English
Resources

NAGARA] B CO.
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